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„Now in this that I declare unto you, I | praiſe you not that ye 
come together not for the better, but for the worſe.” 58 
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0 Xpn aul Euvdery* HoukR. 


* 


* * 
” % 


1 © ND 0 


Printed for J. Ronsow, Bookſeller to his Royal Highneſs the 
PRINCE of WaLts, New Bond-Street; J. WaLTER, Char- 
ing-Croſs; ARAHAM Po TAL, oppoſite the New Church, ol . 
Strand; Meſſrs. RivinGToN, St. Paul's-Church-Vard; and | 


R. ARNOLD, Oxford. | 
MDCC LXXX, 


a 


2 


. 


-. 


** 


r N 


* 


9 : . * N 6 * * A R 
D , 6 wy IG HEX An 3 
4, 7 185 
176 
% o % 7 
2 [4 £ 3 
8 7 
A ; 2. . 
% 2 * 
$ 
\ 
a 6 
- 
* 
OF THE CITIES OF 
; . 


LONDON and WESTMINSTER, 


- 


THIS DISCOURSE © 


CONTAINING, f 


AT THIS IMPORTANT CRISIS, | i 


„ 4 


MOST SERIOUS AND SEASONABLE ADVICE, | 


4 
. 
v nf 
4 
9 : 
we [ 
B 
1 
13 OFFERE D 4 
3 
) 
1 
® . 
, 
5 * 5 
J $ # 
| 1 
i - 
. 
*%S.4 * * . l * . $ 
1 
8 % 
1 
S 


4 
2 
.4 
1 
4 
7 
1 


r 


* 
* 
„ eee 


- 1 9 i; _ 


FEE — — __— ad 


N 


\ 
TE re ern Uh ee PR eg TOR 


Entered in the | Hall-book of the 
Company of Stationers, London, 


June 25, I 780 


The Evpiros acknowledges two 
ſhort quotations from the Biſhop of 
Cheſter and of Dr. Franklyn, pro- 


perly diſtinguiſhed, but is not con- 


ſcious of any other, except from the 


Holy Scriptures themſelves. 


E 1 


And that knowing the time, that now it is 
high time to awake out of ſleep. 


\HE Apoſtle St. Paul, in the chapter 

from whence the text is taken, lays 
down many excellent precepts, deduced prin- 
cipally from the Decalogue contained in the 
fifth chapter of Deuteronomy ; the due ob- 
 ſervance whereof he enforces with ſtrong con- 
cluſions, and the moſt perſuaſive arguments 
to a godly and religious life; reſolving the 
whole of what had been offered into the Love 
of God and of our neighbour. 


owe no man any thing, ſaith he, but to 
love one another, for he that loveth hath ful- 
filled the law. For this, Thou ſhalt not 
% commit adultery Thou ſhalt not kill; 
Thou ſhalt not ſteal ; Thou ſhalt not bear 
« falſe witneſs ; Thou ſhalt not covet; and if 
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ce there be any other commandment, it is 
ce briefly comprehended in this ſaying, Thou: 
e ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. Love 
« worketh no ill to his neighbour, therefore 
love is the fulfilling of the law.“ But the 
moſt powerful argument employed by the 


Apoſtle, ſeems to ariſe from the neceſſity of 


the thing itſelf ; namely, that there was little 
time left for repentance, and even for that 
repentance, whenever attempted, no place 


left None for pardon left None left but 
by a thorough reformation! K 


Vet a ſudden and entire converſion of man- 


ners is a conſummation, rather devoutly to be 


wiſhed for than expected: leaſt of all is a 
violent and .prepoſterous change from a life 
of gaiety and diſſipation, by ſome conſidered to 
be innocent, and perhaps not always abſo- 


lutely criminal to the bigotry of Enthuſiaſm 


on the one hand, or the gloomy melancholy 


of Deſpair on the other, demanded or intended 


by the Apoſtle.— No! the genius of Chriſ- 
tianity abhors either extreme; religion exacts 
no ſuch ſevere compliances from us; her yoke 
is eaſy, and her burthen light ; * Her ways are 

| A „Ways 


TCA. 
c« ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are 
6c peace.” | | | | 


Come unto me, faith our bleſſed Saviour, 
all ye who are heavy laden, and I will give 
you reſt : come unto me, oppreſſed with the 
weight of human infirmity, and languiſhing 
under the burden of your fins, and ye ſhall. 
find reſt unto your ſouls; where it may be ob- 
ſerved, that it is unto Chriſt himſelf, and nei- 
ther unto his Apoſtles nor Miniſters, that we 
are directed to apply for pardon and remiſſion of 
our ſins: Come ye unto the fountain of living 
waters, and drink from the rock of Chriſt; 
% Incline. your ear, and your ſoul ſhall live, 
* and I will make an everlaſting covenant 
„ with you, even the ſure mercies of David:“ 
Nor need the wretched offender man, like the 
impotent perſon at the pool of Betheſda, con- 
ſume with the regret of ſeeing others perpe- 
tually ſtepping. forward, and depriving him of 
the ſtreams of that mercy which his infirmity 
prevented him the enjoyment of.—No | The 
bounties of Providence are no longer ſcantily 
exhibited to mankind by the partial attendance 
of an angel · and even that peculiarity may fairly 
| | be 
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be conſidered as a preparation only, an oppor · 
tunity embraced by the Meſſiah, of proving 
by a public and inconteſtible miracle, that 
He was indeed ſent from God ;—the hope 
and conſolation of Iſrael; the Lamb of God 
that was to come into the world.—The 
paralytic, without the aid of the waters, is 
inſtantaneouſly reſtored, *©* Behold thou art 
% made whole.” The pool is no longer agi- 
tated ; the troubled waves ſubſide ; the bleſ- 
ſing becomes univerſal; the acceſs to the 
ſtreams of health, no longer rugged, is attain- 
able by all. For the rock from whence they 
flowed is Chriſt, Juſt, indeed, and reaſonable 
is the requiſite qualification, mild and bene- 
volent is the invitation of our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour ; it-is comprized in two words only 
« Repent and be forgiven.” Then ſhall your 
light ſpring forth as the morning, and your 
righteous dealing as the noon-day. The ini- 
quities that ye have committed ſha]l not be re- 
membered, neither ſhall the wicked fall in the 
day that he turneth from his wickedneſs :— 
the ſacrifice of a meek and quiet ſpirit, in the 
fight of God, of great price, is the only return 
expected at our hands, and the love ſhewn by 
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(SF 
us to our neighbour the pledge of our poſſeſ- 
ſing that ſpirit :—to adorn ourſelves where- 
with, let us addreſs the Throne of Grace, by 
a ſincere and humble confeſſion, made rather 
unto Almighty God, who ſeeth in ſecret, and 
knoweth the innermoſt receſſes of the heart, 
than unto man often equally criminal with 
ourſelves ; and our heavenly Father, who ſceth 
in ſecret, will, in his own good and appointed 
time, reward us openly. A ſincere repentance 
for the paſt, and firm real reſolutions of 
amendment in future, are the conditions on 
man's part; and, ſurely, no one can ſay, that 
the ways of God are not equal, or pronounce 
the terms ſevere. Let the wicked man for- 
ſake his way, faith the Prophet, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts, and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, and He will have mercy 
upon him, and unto our God, for He will 
abundantly pardon, *©* Caſt away, therefore, 
« the works of darkneſs, and put upon you the 
« armour'of light, then though your ſins be 
« as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow, 
though they be as crimſon, they ſhall be- 
© come as wool,” 
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The uncertainty of human life, and the- 
danger ariſing from thence of our having no 
time to effect a reformation, is another argu- 
ment equally powerful with that drawn from 
the unexpected coming of Chriſt, to judge 
both the quick and dead, to induce us to- 
% awaken from ſleep, and endeavour to re- 
e deem the time becauſe the days are evil,“ 
But the moſt ſerious reffection, the moſt alarm 
ing conſideration of all, offers itſelf from the 
importance of the object enforcing the duty of 
awakening from ſleep, in order that we may 
work out our own falvation with fear and 
trembling. ——The preſervation of our o. 
immortal ſouls, and the care of thoſe com- 
mitted to our charge, i is undoubtedly a concern 
by no means to be trifled with ——Let the 
gay, the young, the healthy, the rich, the 
diſſipated, they who ſmile upon the world, 
and the world on them, think as they pleaſe, 
and act conformably as they think; let them 
deride thoſe precepts of Chriſtianity which 
they have not fortitude to practifſe, and let 
them ſcoff at that reformation as pretended, 
which being yet in its infancy they are not, 
cannot be enabled to decide upon, and pro- 
nounce inſincere. | 


Loet 


Ta 

Loet them, if they contemn all natural and 
revealed religion, go on to add ſin to ſin, 
to draw impiety with cords of vanity, and 
iniquity, as it were, with a cart- rope; let 
them, if they flatter themſelves that they can 
hide their counſel from the Lord, and ſay, 
who ſeeth us? And who knoweth? © Riſe up 
« early in the morning and continue unto 
e night, till wine inflame them. If they 
„ regard not the work of the Lord, neither. 

« conſider the operation. of his hands, the 
* harp and the viol, the tabret, pipe, and. 
* wine, may ſtill be in their feaſts, Enjoy- 
* ments theſe ! it muſt be acknowledged, when. 
«. reſtrained by moderation; in themſelves in- 
% nocent, given us by an. all-wiſe and bene- 
« ficent Creator, to chear us through this val- 
ey of the ſhadow of death”#—to enliven. 
the ſcene—to make glad the heart of man, and 
to. give him a chearful countenance, capable of 
being applicd to the ſervice of religion, and then. 
only do they. tend to criminate, when liberty. 
becomes licentiouſneſs, and they are indulged. 
in to a profligate and vicious exceſs. 


Let them, to the younger part of my audi- 


tory I addreſs myſelf, if deaf to every remon- 


| {trance 
* Dr. Porteous, Biſhop of Cheſter. 


Fa} 
france of reaſon or religion, rejoice in their 
youth, and let their heart chear them, in the 
days of their youth, and let them walk in 
the ways of their heart, and in the fight of 
their eyes, but let them underſtand this awful 
and important truth, that if there be an 
hereafter—If, this life ended, the ſon! ſhall 
not expire, but the ſpirit return to God who 
gave it—If, at the reſurrection of the juſt, it 
ſhall re-animate this our clay, „and bone 
ſhall know each kindred bone again —If we 
ſhall not all ſleep, but all be changed? If 
we are, indeed, to riſe again, with our own 
bodies, and give an account of our own 
works—Then, undoubtedly, for all theſe 
things, for theſe ſins, unrepented of, God 
will bring us into judgment, . e. unleſs we 
ſpeedily reform, 1nto condemnation. 


But it may be aſked, who art thou, O man, 
who judgeſt another, judgeſt not thou thy- 
ſelf? Thou that preacheſt te another, thou 
ſhalt not not kill, doſt thou ſlay, &c.—Thou 
hypocrite! pluck firſt the beam out of thine 
own eye, and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to 


take out the mote that is in thy brother's eye. 
no The 


EF 3 

The Ane is at hand—we are men of 
like paſſions with yourſelves; if we fay, 
therefore, that we have no ſin, we deceive 
ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. The 
Lord is no reſpecter of perſons, as with the 
people, ſo with the Prieſt, &c. The foul 
that ſinneth, it ſhall die—for to whom much 
hath been given, of him much more will 
be required. ——The Prophet Ezekiel hath 
ſet this matter in the cleareſt light, with a 
boldneſs becoming the ſervant of the Moſt 
High God, peculiar, indeed, to the oriental 
writers, he hath introduced the firſt Perſon, 
in the ever bleſſed and glorious Trinity, 
complaining of the infidelity of his ſhepherds. 
Son of man, prophecy againſt the ſhepherds 
of Iſrael, and ſay unto them, Thus faith 
the Lord God, woe be unto the ſhepherds 
that do feed themſelves! ſhould not the 
ſhepherds feed the flocks ? 


The diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, . 


neither have ye healed that which was ſick, nei- 
ther have ye bound up that which was broken, 
neither have ye brought again that which was 
driven away, but with force and cruelty have 


C ye 
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ye ruled them. Therefore, hear the word 
of the Lord; thus faith the Lord God, Iam 
againſt the ſhepherds, and I will require my 
flock at their hands. The paſſage contains 
a moſt ſevere denunciation againſt a careleſs, 
a ſupine, or an improvident Miniſtry; and 
the context, which we ſhall hereafter ex- 
amine, will exhibit a more important ſenſe, 


than the words at firſt fight may ſeem to 
convey. 


But why, of your own ſelves, judge ye not 
that which is right? Why fay ye unto the 
Prophets, propheſy not unto us right things, 
ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, propheſy de- 
ceits? And why, by your lives, do ye con- 
vince us, that ye love to have it ſo? 


Conſider the ſituation we are in, the rela- 
tion we bear unto you ; if he that ſhall haply 
be the means of ſaving a ſinner from the 
error of his way, ſhall, in conſequence there- 
of, cover the multitude of his own ſins, and 
ſhine as the ſtars in the firmament, of how 
much importance is it to us to be in- 
ſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, to exhort, 

& to 


* 
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to admoniſh, to reprove. Wherefore, I 


befeech you, brethren, join not yourſelves 
with them who cauſe diviſions and offences, 
contrary to the pure doctrine which ye have 
learned, but rather avoid them. Sf. Paul, 
16, 17. The declaration elſewhere deliver- 
ed by the Prophet, and before alluded to, 
at the ſame time that it ſufficiently alarms 
the ſupine and indolent, conveys the mot 
ſpirited and beautiful inſtruction, “ Son of 
© Man, I have ſet thee a watchman to the 
« Houſe of Iſrael, therefore hear the word of 
« the Lord at my mouth, and give them 
« warning from me, when I fay unto the 


ee wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely die, and thou 
ll gaveſt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to 


«* warn the wicked, from his wicked way, to 
« fave his life, the ſame wicked man ſhall 
& die in his iniquity, but his blood will I 
* require at thine hand. Vet, if thou warn 
c the wicked, | and he turn not from his 
70 wickedneſs, he ſhall die in his iniquity, 
« but thou haſt delivered thine own ſoul. 
Again, When a righteous man doth turn 
© from his righteouſneſs and 'commits iniqui- 
15 ty, becauſe thou haſt not given him warn- 
Ing, 
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8 « ing, he ſhall die in his fin, but his blood 
will I require at thy hand. —Nevertheleſs, if 
, te thou warn the righteous that he fin not, and 
* he doth not fin, he ſhall ſurely live, becauſe 
thou haſt warned him, alſo thou haſt deliver- 
« ed thine own ſoul.” 


_ 
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Since then the danger is ſo great, and the 
_ depoſit ſo truly valuable, even the ſafety of 
our immortal ſouls, we muſt allow that it 
highly concerns us to awake from aſleep, now 
in the time of this mortal life, wherein our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt came to viſit us in great hu- 
mility—that, at the laſt day, when he ſhall 
come again, in glorious Majeſty, to judge 
both the quick and dead, we may be found 
an acceptable people in his fight, and enter 
into the joy of our Lord. 


Weg 


K 8 * mum J . * FX n w K 
—— —ů—ů — ———ůĩů — — — —— ſ — — . 
ye - N : * 


— R 
b 
* 2 * 


—— —— * 
. N 1 * A 


If ever exhortation was profitable, it muſt 

be acknowledged that it is now in ſea- 

- ſon—when God's judgments are in the world, 
the inhabitants thereof, it is ſaid, will learn 
righteouſneſs; at a time, therefore, when 
the ſins of the people are gone up to Heaven 
for vengeance, when liberty is made a cloak 
for 


1 


for maliciouſneſs, and the inſolence of re- 
bellion is got beyond all reſtraint of law or 
of authority, when the finger of God is ma- 
nifeſtly viſible, and the iniquity of the parent 

is puniſhed in the ſevereſt manner, by the 
(deliberate yet unexpected “ diſobedience cf 
the aſpiring offspring. At a time when we 
are threatened with powerful invaſions from 
abroad, alarmed by domeſtic faction, and 
there is war, the worſt of war, that raiſed by 
civil diſſenſion, even in our very gates, it is 
meet and right for the Prieſts, the Miniſters 
of the Lord, to weep between the porch and 


* 


„The revolt of the Colonies, and their arming to aſſert 
the rights of independence, muſt have been many years pre- 
concerting, in proportion as they gradually felt their own 
ſtrength and conſequence, and the ſhare they had in the ſucceſles 
of the laſt war. It may be obſerved, however, without preſum- 
ing to fix blame on any one man or ſet of men in particu- 
lar, that many ſucceſſive Adminiſtrations paid little or no atten- 
tion to the intimations received from Governor Sir Francis 
Bernard and his ſucceſſors, for it 1s now agreed on all hands, 
that had half the naval and military force at preſent in America 
been ſent out in the firſt place, the attempt muſt have been totally 
ineffectual, and America muſt have found herſelf in the ſituation 
Ireland hath been in ſince the days of Tyrone; whereas ſhe is 
now deprived of that patronage which civilized her people, en- 
couraged her manufactures, and of that freedom of commerce 
which Ireland, at this time, enjoys under the mildneſs and 
equity of the preſent reign, | | 
| D the 
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the altar, and to ſay, © Spare thy people, O 
„Lord, and let not thine heritage be brought 
* to confuſion.” If ever unanimity, if ever 
rectitude of council, if ever fortitude and per- 
ſeverance, if ever brotherly love, mutual for- 
bearance and Chriſtian charity were acceptable, 
they are now expedient; wherefore, laying afide 
malice and every partial ſelf- intereſted concern, 
let every man ſpeak truth with his neighbour. 
Let us act as though influenced by one and 
the ſame ſpirit; the ſpirit of unity and con- 
cord; endeavouring to preſerve the unity of 
the ſpirit in the bond of peace: let us no 
longer tumultuouſly gather together, to the 
violation of civil and religious liberty, nor 
furiouſly deſtroy each other; let the father no 
longer riſe up againſt the ſon, nor the ſon 
againſt the father, but let us rather turn our 
arms with united and accumulated vengeance 
on our common enemies ; let us endeavour to 
procure, by patient and ſubmiſſive repreſenta- 
tion, redreſs for real or fancied grievances ; 
let us eſchew evil, learn to do good, ſeek 
peace and enſue it. And may the God of 
patience and conſolation grant us to be like 
minded, one towards another, according to 
Chriſt Jeſus, that we may, with one mind 

and 
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and one mouth, glorify God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; wherefore receive ye 
one another, as Chriſt alſo received us to the 
glory of God. 


Let a love for our country, manifeſted by a 
dutiful obedience to the Sovereign, and thoſe 
in authority under him, ſucceed to the love 
of God, and of our neighbour! Succeed did I 
ſay? In reality they are united. 


Let us add to our Faith, Virtue; to our 
Virtue, Knowledge; to our Knowledge, Tem- 
perance ; to our Temperance, Brotherly Love; 
to our Brotherly Love, Charity ; the very bond 
of peace, and of all Chriftian virtues. That 
evangelical grace, which, according to St. Paul's 
definition, demonſtrates itſelf not in the mere 
act of alms-giving, though this be a virtue at 
all times to be recommended——not in the 
powers of eloquence, though a man ſpeak 
with the tongues of men, or of angels not 
in acts of generoſity alone, though we redeem 
the life of another at the hazard of our own : 
but it 1s that living principle which operating 
by an univerſal philanthropy, preſerves the 
faith of nations, protects the rights of indivi- 
duals, 
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duals, and gently binding men of different 
climes, temper, language, complection, and 
religion, by the tender links of benevolence 
and compaſſion, endears them to ſociety, 
ſerves to humanize mankind, and enables 
every man to fit down in peace and ſafety, 
without fear or moleſtation, under his own 
vine. 


In ſhort, it is that commandment, which, 
as the Apoſtle well obſerves, comprehending 
all the reſt, ſpeaks this expreſſive language to 
the ſoul: Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
thyſelf. 


Love worketh no ill to his neighbour, 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law; and 
that knowing the time, that now it is high 
time to awake out of ſleep, for now is our 
ſalvation nearer than when we believed. 


To the arguments already delivered by the 
Apoſtle, to induce us to exert ourſelves, and 
to lay aſide the fin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us; 
becauſe the night was far ſpent, and the day, 
the great and awful day of judgment was at 

hand 


VP 


hind. He adds this powerful and perſuaſive 
concluſion, For now is our ſalvation nearer 
than when we believed;” that is, it more 
highly concerns us now, after the firſt coming 
of our Saviour, to work out our own ſalvation 
with fear and trembling, becauſe we have 
a nearer proſpect of the ſecond Advent; 
foraſmuch as the day and hour thereof, 
continually draweth ſtill more nigh; or it 
may be underſtood, that now is our ſal- 
vation nearer than when in the loins of the 
Patriarchs our fathers we believed only, foraſ- 
much, as certainty is preferable to expeQation z 
and faith being the evidence of things not 
ſeen, is now loſt in poſitive demonſtration and 
enjoyment :—Now they ſaw as through a glaſs, 
darkly, comprehending only the promiſed bleſ- 
ſing by types and ſigns, THE DIM LIGHT or 
PRoPHETIC REVELATION : but we, on whom 
the ends of the world are come, ſee face to 
face.— Our Saviour hath * already appeared in 
the fleſh ;—the prophecies + attending his 
coming have been accompliſhed, and therefore 


* Vide }oſephus; and Biſbop of Rocheſter's Cloud of Witneſſes, 
+ Newton on the Prophecies. | : 
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1 
acquire the authority of proofs ; the difficul- 
ties ® attending ſeeming contradictory paſſages 
of Holy Writ are cleared up, and a ſet of pre- 
cepts given us fo eaſy to the comprehenſion, 
ſo well adapted to the meaneſt capacity, that 
he who runs may read; and of ſuch general 
ſervice to the whole human race in the ob- 
ſervance, that wHILE THEY MAKE US 
* HAPPY HERE in the diſcharge of them, ſe- 
* cure to us,” as the ingenious author + of 
thoſe elegant diſcourſes on the relative duties 
hath well obſerved, © our own IMMORTAL AND 


„ EVERLASTING HAPPINESS HEREAFTER.” 


The love of God and of our neighbour being the 
fum and ſubſtance of the whole of the evange- 
lical diſpenſation, it is conſequently as much 
the intereſt as the duty of mankind to practiſe 
the precepts of the Goſpel, nothing elſe being 
intended or comprehended therein, fave this 
emphatic ſentence, © Thou ſhalt love thy 
« neighbour as thyſelf.” For this is the law 
and the prophets ! —Seeing then, brethren, that 
theſe things are ſo, how ſhall we eſcape if we 


„ Clarke's Harmony of the Goſpel. Prideaux Connection of 

the Ola and New Teſtament. SE 
+ Dr. Franklyn's Introductory Sermon, page 10, 12mo. edit. 
neglect 
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neglect ſo great ſalvation, which at the firſt 
began to be ſpoken of by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt? who having led captivity captive, aſ- 
cended up on high, after he had bequeathed 
peace upon earth, and good-will towards men, 
that good-will, or ſocial charity, which was 
to be at once the admiration of a heathen 
world, and the teſt to future ages of their be- 
ing his diſciples. In order, therefore, to per- 
petuate theſe his bleſſings to mankind, he in- 
ſtituted and ordained holy. myſteries as pledges 
of his loye, and for a continual remembrance 
of his death and paſſion : and leſt the memo- 
rial of theſe his abundant kindneſſes might in 
proceſs of time be loſt ;—that the obſervance: 
of theſe hallowed. ceremonies,. purchaſed by 
his blood, might continually be enforced. upon 
mankind, he gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome 
Prophets; and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome 
Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting of the 
Saints, — for the work of the Miniſtry for the: 
edifying of the body of Chriſt, that is the 
Church. And becauſe we ſee thoſe things 
which the Prophets defired in vain to ſee, and. 
hear thoſe things which they could not hear; 


let us hold faſt the. profeſſion of our faith 
WITHOUT. 
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WIT ROUT WAVERING ; let us, having this 
miniſtry, faint not, but renouncing the hidden 
things of diſhoneſty, Let us commend our- 
0 ſelves to every man's conſcience in the fight 
« of God; for we preach not ourſelves, but 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and ourlelves your ſer- 
vants, for his ſake. 


And 8 is it for us that the ſame Apoſtle, 
who admoniſheth us that the day and hour of 
the Lord is at hand, who exhorts us with ſo 
much earneſtneſs to awake ſrom ſleep, becauſe 
the night of ſin was far ſpent, and the 
day of - ſalvation or condemnation near, 
| hath alſo preſcribed the means of our ob- 
taining that ſalvation, and preventing the 
ſhades of night from ever overtaking us. 
If God then graciouſly preſcribe the means, let 
not man negle& the purſuit of them; Let 
% him apply to this Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
© whois ariſen with healing under his wings,“ 
_ enliſt under his banner, that, under his pro- 
tection we may be ſafe and happy. If our 
heavenly Father, by his Prophets and Mini- 
ſters; condeſbends to regard his children, let 
them not be wanting to themſelves, nor let 

them, 
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them, with the fooliſh virgins, while the 
Bridegroom tarrieth, ſlumber and fleep. Let 
no man ſay of thoſe. whom the Day Spring 
from on high hath viſited, © I went by the 
« field of the ſlothful, and by the vineyard 
of the man void of underſtanding ; and lo! 
» jt was grown all over with thorns, and 
& nettles had covered the face thereof, and 
« the ſtone wall thereof was broken down. 
« Then I ſaw and conſidered it well, I looked 
« upon it and received inſtruction ; yet a little 
e more fleep and a little more ſlumber, a 
« little more folding of the hands to ſleep, 
& had been the prayer and practice of the in- 
« dolent,” and the conſequence was ſuch 
as might have been expected from ſuch a 
conduct: So ſhall thy poverty come upon 
« thee as one that travaileth, and thy want 
e as an armed man.” The comment is plain 
and obvious—thus loſt unto religion, thus 
neglected, and void of cultivation, is the 
heart of a man abſorbed in lethargy and 
ſecure in fin, who, becauſe judgment. is not 
ſpeedily executed againſt an evil work, thinks 
not of repentance nor reformation; who, in 
the abſence of his Lord, and in the ſituation 
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of the fatigued diſciples, cannot be prevailed 
upon to watch even one hour. Overſhadowed 
with the veil of the fleſh, and fainting under 
the weight of human tranſgreſſion, they 
awakened not from their ſlumber, nor thought 
of their Lord's approach! Alas! how unfit 
mu.t that diſciple be to partake of thoſe 


bleffings which Chriſt hath promiſed, who 


will not patiently and faithfully. expect his 
coming ?—If we fear God, or honour religion, 
if we give any credit to the precepts of the 
Goſpel, let us be at leaſt attentive to the 
duties of Chriſtianity ! 


Let us watch and pray that we enter not 


Into temptation, and that our Lord, when he 


cometh, may find us ready, Let us not per- 
mit the leaſt awakening call unto repentance 
to paſs unnoticed, becauſe one opportunity 


loſt, this our ſhort day paſt,. an everlaſting; 


night may overtake us, and it will be too 


Soles occidere et redire poſſint 
Nobis quum ſemel occidit brevis lax- 
Nox eſt perpetua uni dormienda, CaTvui vs; 
In the grave there is no repentance. 


late 


late to call Lord ! Lord! when we ſhall 6 
told he knows us not. 


But let us never ſo fatally deceive ourſelves 
as to think THAT A REGULAR Ar TEN D- 
ANCE ON CERTAIN STATED AND uNSEA- 
SONABLE Hours oH WoRSHIP, WHEN NA- 
TURE AND INDUSTRY: REQUIRE REPOsE,. - 
WILL AVAIL US IN THE DAx or THE 
LoRD ;. the ſacrifice of the heart *, rather . 
than the mere external devotion of the lips, 
he requireth at our hands: And fince it 
is evident, that ſooner or later the ſleep of 
death muſt overtake every one of us, let us 
labour to caſt off the works of darkneſs, . 
that ſpiritual ſleep, and in the mean time, by 
ſtudying: to be quiet and diligently minding - 
our own buſineſs, as becometh good citizens, 
make our peace with an offended Creator, - 
that conſcience, or at leaſt. repentance, may 
witneſs for us at the hour of death and in 
the day of judgment; let all hatred and 
malice be put away far from us, with evil 
ſpeaking ; and may the God of hope fill us 
with all joy and hope in believing, that 


My Son, give me thy heart, 
we 
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of the Holy Ghoſt. May we tHcrefore' ſeri- 
ouſly and carefully endeavour to follow the ad- : 
vice of the Apoſtle, and to walk honeſtly as in 

the day, Nor In RIOT ING AND DRUNKEN= 

© NESS, NOT IN CHAMBERING AND Wane 

% TONNESS, NOT IN STRIFE AND ENVYING 3 
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that in the laſt day, When“ Chriſt ſhall come 
again in ' glorious” Majeſty to judge both the 
quick and the dead, we may riſe to the life 
immortal, through him who liveth and reign- 
eth with thee and the Holy Gholt r now and 


ever. Amen and Amen. n 
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